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Before Examination :                                                                      

Wash hands 

Introduce yourself 

Confirm patient details – name / DOB 

Explain the examination 

Gain consent 

Ask patient if they have pain anywhere before 

you begin! 

 

 

 

Cranial Nerves 

 

S= sensory               M= Motor       B= Both 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Reminders 
Remember  
Cranial Nerves formed 
of sensory fibres only 
are CN 1 (Olfactory), 
2(Optic), &8 (Vestibulo -
cochlear) (remember 
FIAT 128 )  

 
 
 

 
 
Remember : Cranial 

nerves which contains 
parasympathetic fibres are 
: 3 (Oculomotor), 7 (Facial) 
,9 (Glossopharyngeal) & 10 
(Vagus) (Remember 1973)  
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(I) Olfactory = smelling 
 
 

 
 
 
Use familial , non irritant substance(e.g. coffee ground) and test each nostril 
alone 

 
 
 

(II) Optic Nerve: 
 
 

 
 
 

PS : Irritant substance will test pain fibres= Trigeminal not olfactory 



 
 

 
 
Light Reflex 

Test: 

A)Visual Acuity : 

 

Snellen chart to assess visual 

acuity  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

B) Colour Vision: 

 

Ishihara plate to test colour 

vision 

 

 

C) Light reflex:

 

 



 
 

 

D)Accomodation Reflex: 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

E) Visual Field: Confrontation Test 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

F)Fundus Examination: 

 

 



 
 

 

(III,IV&VI) Oculomotor, Trochlear and Abducent 

 

 
FIGURE  Actions of the muscles controlling eye movements (insert: action of superior 
oblique) 

 

Assess eye movement in different directions :test each eye alone and both 

eyes together 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  

 

 



 
 

 

 

Right third-nerve palsy – neutral gaze. 

  

 

 
Left third nerve palsy 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Right sixth-nerve palsy:  

(A) primary position 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (B) looking left 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (C) looking right 

 

 

 

 

(V)Trigeminal 

  

PS:Sensation over angle of mandible is supplied by C2 not Trigeminal nerve 



 
 

 

I. Sensory part 

Compare  

a. Both Sides 

b. Inner & outer face 

c. Each division 

Method : Cotton wool touch 
sensation (using cotton piece) & 
pain sensation (using a pin) 
over 3 divisions – ask patient to 
close eyes,  check for symmetry 
, check both centre and 
periphery of the face. 
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II. Motor part 

-   Temporalis muscle : clench teeth + palpate muscle 

-   Masseters : clench teeth + palpate muscle, holding its 

ant. & post. Borers. 



 
 

- Pterygoids: Fixed head ; open mouth + open mouth 

against resistance to test tone 

 

 

 

 

In Unilateral pterygoid paralysis : The jaw is deviated 

to the diseased side 

In Bilateral pterygoid paralysis : inability to open 

mouth 



 
 

 

III. REFLEXES : Jaw reflex and Corneal reflex 

 Jaw Reflex 

Exaggerated in bilateral Upper Motor Neurone Lesion (UMNL) above level of pons 

Afferent: Trigeminal nerve                 Efferent : Trigeminal nerve 

 

Corneal Reflex 

Afferent: Trigeminal nerve 

Efferent : Facial Nerve 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember: 

Jaw reflex(5/5)           Corneal Refles (5/7) 

 

(VII )Facial Nerve: 

Observe face for asymmetry/ involuntary movements 
Wrinkle forehead/Bare teeth/screw eyes shut tight/blow out cheeks 



 
 

 
 
 
 

Remember upper half of 
face innervated by both 
cerebral hemispheres so if 
upper motor neurone 
lesion can still wrinkle 
forehead  

 

 



 
 

Facial Nerve Examination : Upper left : Raise your eye brow (you will see frontal corrugation due to 

action of frontalis muscle).Upper right : Puff out your cheecks snd do not let me push the air out.            

Lower left :  Smile and show me your teeth.Lower right : Close your eyes as tight as you can, and do 

not let me open them. 

 



 
 

 
Facial nerve palsy: (A) at rest       (B) closing eyes                                      (C) smiling. 
(VIII )Vestibulocochlear 

 

 

 



 
 

(IX & X ) Glossopharyngeal & Vagus Nerves 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

XI Spinal accessory : 

Test Trapezius = Shrug 

shoulders 

Test Sternomastoid = Turn 

head against resistance  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

VII Hypoglossal 

Examine tongue for 

wasting/fasciculation 

(flickering movements)  

Ask patient to stick out 

tongue – if deviates 

suggests lesion on that 

side 

 

 
 

 

Remember  
In Cranial Nerve Lesions: 

Lesions in CN 5 & 12 ---------------  Deviation is towards the 

diseased side 

Lesions in CN 7 & 9 --------------- Deviation is towards the 

diseased side 
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