
BATTERY SAFETY INFORMATION 

Babies and young children can suffer serious injury if they swallow coin/button batteries, or poke them into 
their nostrils or ears.  This can cause serious injury and should be treated as a medical emergency. 

 

Practical tips for parents to limit the risks of battery ingestion by children: 

Store all small batteries out of sight and reach of young children. 

When opening a pack which includes multiple button/coin cells, make sure that children 

cannot access the batteries which remain in the open packs. 

Make certain that the battery compartment of any household product is securely closed 

and child-resistant, and/or the product is stored out of the reach of young children. 

Avoid storing small batteries in pillboxes or setting them out with medication. Their 

shape and size make them easily mistaken for medication. 

 

What to do when your child has ingested a button/coin battery: 

In the event of battery ingestion, seek immediate medical attention at your local 

Accident & Emergency Department. 

Do not let your child eat or drink until an X-ray can determine if a battery is present. 

If you still have the battery packaging or the device containing the battery take this with 

you to help the doctor identify the battery type and chemistry. 

Adapted from the British and Irish Portable Battery Association (BIPBA) 

www.capt.org.uk/button-batteries 

https://buttonbatterysafety.com/general-risks/     January 2020 

http://www.capt.org.uk/button-batteries
https://buttonbatterysafety.com/general-risks/

