
Failed at least 2 DMARDs (one must be methotrexate) and DAS28>5.1 
(NICE TA375) 

MTX tolerant 

Patients with Concomitant 
Interstitial Lung Disease or Bronchiectasis 

Or 
High risk of TB or Quantiferon positive3 

MTX intolerant 
Or 

Plan to become pregnant in the 
near future 

  
MTX + TNF inhibitor 

or 
MTX + Tocilizumab 

or  
MTX + Abatacept 

(NICE TA375) 
or 

MTX + Rituximab 
(RF+ and/or ACPA+)1  

MTX + Abatacept 
(NICE TA375) 

Tocilizumab 
(NICE TA375)4 

or  
Sarilumab  

(NICE TA485) 

Baricitinib  
(NICE TA466)  

or 
Tofacitinib  

(NICE TA 480) 
or 

Etanercept 
(NICE TA375)5 

 Certolizumab 
 (NICE TA375) 

MTX + Rituximab 
(NICE TA375) 

RF and ACPA negative2 
or 

Contraindication to Rituximab 

MTX + Rituximab 
(NICE TA195) 

MTX + Tocilizumab (TA247)  
or  

MTX + Sarilumab  
(NICE TA485)  

MTX + Tocilizumab  (NICE TA247) 
or  

MTX + Sarilumab  (NICE TA485) 
or 

MTX + Baricitinib (NICE TA466)  
or 

MTX + Tofacitinib (NICE TA 480) 

MTX + Abatacept 

MTX + alternative TNF inhibitor 
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Unless specified by physician use cheapest biologic 

Cardiff & Vale UHB Biologic Pathway for Rheumatoid Arthritis 

MTX tolerant 

 Alternative TNF 
inhibitor  

 (NICE TA375) 

Plan to become 
pregnant in the near 

future 

MTX + Tocilizumab 
(NICE TA375) Termination 

of treatment 
due to side 

effect 

Hb<8g/dl, Lymphocyte 
count <0.5 or risk/history of 

DVT/PE 

Etanercept 
(NICE TA375)5 

Hb<8g/dl, Lymphocyte count <0.5 or risk/history of DVT/PE 
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